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important position at the foreign
ministry and he has gained deep
knowledge and expertise in this
field.

Supporting Palestine is one of
the most important priorities of
the Islamic Establishment, which
had been pursued seriously by the
people and leaders of the Islamic
movement even before the victo-
ry of the Islamic Revolution. It is
natural to expect from the foreign
ministry to pursue a more distin-
guished mission in this area than
in others.

However, in some years, the for-
eign ministry took on more of a
passive stance towards the Pal-
estinian issue and the Axis of
Resistance, which has caused
some concerns. For instance, the
recorded remarks by former FM
Mohammad Javad Zarif that were
published in the Saudi-owned
“Iran International” news outlet,
showed him as trying to general-
ize the two poles of the field and
politics related to Palestine and
the regional developments that
were created by him himself and
get his own expected results from
it.

This is while the priority of any
government in ensuring national
interests and security should be
to pay attention to the changes in
its vital environment; that is, the
geography in which it is situat-
ed. The vital environment of the
Islamic Republic of Iran is West
Asia, the developments of which
Iran, given its historical and civ-
ilizational antiquity, as well as
its culture, beliefs, and solidarity,
cannot be passive about.

The presence of a belligerent re-
gime officially established as a
military garrison of domination
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in the region, as well as the inter-
vention of the colonial powers in
the region and their efforts to re-
strict the vital environment of the
Islamic Republic, require Iran to
make the most expenditure in this
area. The Ministry of Foreign Af-
fairs, for its part, must take meas-
ures to achieve these vital goals.
But as Zarif has admitted, the
foreign ministry under his lead-
ership has not been much help in
this regard. However, everything
that has been achieved so far in
various political arenas has been
due to the presence and the seri-
ous pursuit of Iran's goals in the
region.

Amirabdollahian, while serving
as an advisor to the Speaker of the
Iranian Parliament and the head of
the Secretariat of the International
Conference of the Palestinian In-
tifada for five years -- apart from
his trips, meetings, interviews,
and statements on Palestine -- has
the following strategic measures
to his name:

1- Pursuing the passing of a sin-
gle article on “Quds as the eternal
capital of Palestine” in the Iranian
Parliament

2- Pursuing and registering an of-

ficial document on holding a ref-
erendum in the UN

3- Pursuing the passing into law
a bill against the hostile threats of
the Zionist regime

4- Establishing a virtual Palestin-
ian embassy

5- Presenting a plan to inscribe
World Al-Quds Day in UNESCO
(in progress)

6- Submitting the Zionist re-
gime's apartheid plan to the For-
eign Policy Commission to solve
the issue regarding Iranian ath-
letes' matches

7- Serving as managing director
and editor-in-chief for the multi-
lingual quarterly journal of Pales-
tinian Strategic Discourse

8- Holding three extraordinary
meetings of the PUIC Palestine
Committee

9- Holding a webinar on Palestine
for Inter-Parliamentary speakers
10- Serving as secretary of the
Political and International Affairs
Committee at the Society for the
Defence of Palestinian Nation,
and a founding member of the In-
ternational Union of Adolescents
and Youth Against Occupation
Translated by: M. Sheykhi
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Who is Amirabdollahian, president's pick for next FM?
| —

Iranian President Ebrahim Raeisi
has picked veteran diplomat Hos-
sein Amirabdollahian as the coun-
try's next foreign minister. Here's
a brief guide about his previous
achievements.

Iranian President Ebrahim Raei-
si has picked Hossein Amirab-
dollahian as the new Minister of
Foreign Affairs. If he manages
to win the Parliament’s vote of
confidence and become the next
foreign minister, young and deter-
mined as he is, one might hope to
see more efforts taken in line with
implementing the Establishment’s
policies.

Despite perhaps appearing young
for the position, he is experienced
enough for this position to lead
the country's foreign policy where
it is intended to, with minimum
error.

Dr. Amirabdollahian is a graduate
of political science at all university
levels and received his doctorate
in international relations. Accord-
ingly, he is fully acquainted with
the theories of political science
and political knowledge, which
is not only an advantage but also
a necessity for a foreign minister.
That is why he has an advantage
over many Iranian foreign minis-
ters before him.
Amirabdollahian's  thesis and
dissertation were both on Iraq,
and given his responsibilities in
the Iraqi department of the for-
eign ministry, he has a relatively
comprehensive knowledge of the
political, religious, and ethnic

developments of the neighboring
country. This can prove very help-
ful for Iran's relations with one of
the most important countries in
the region, the Arab world, and a
member of the Axis of Resistance.
Amirabdollahian was the Am-
bassador of the Islamic Republic
of Iran to Bahrain from 2007 to
2010, where he had the opportu-
nity to pursue his passion for un-
derstanding the inner mechanism
of the Persian Gulf Cooperation
Council. Finishing his mission
as an ambassador, he took charge
at the Persian Gulf Political Ad-
ministration to further extend his
knowledge and experience in this
field.

Amirabdollahian became the Di-
rector-General of the Persian Gulf
and the Middle East at the Min-
istry of Foreign Affairs in 2000,
and then from 2011 to 2016, he
was the Deputy Minister of Arab
and African Affairs, increasing his
expertise in the field at a position
just below the minister. During his
tenure, more political efforts were
made to strengthen the Axis of
Resistance and he also extended
connections with the West Asian
region.

Since 2016, he has been work-
ing as an advisor to the Minis-
ter of Foreign Affairs, as well as
an advisor to the Speaker of the
Iranian Parliament, and was the
Director-General of International
Affairs at the Parliament. His time
as an advisor to the Parliament
Speaker, Mohammad Bagher

Ghalibaf, and serving as Direc-
tor-General of the International
Affairs at the Parliament further
increased his experience in a field
beyond West Asia. Although he
was not yet well-known in the
country’s as well as the region’s
political arena, he successfully
carried out several missions relat-
ed to fields beyond the West Asian
region due to his special genius
and abilities.

He was appointed by Dr. Ghali-
baf as the head of the secretariat
of the International Conference
of the Palestinian Intifada, which,
allowed him to, in addition to or-
ganize the conference, hold com-
munications with various politi-
cal, religious, and parliamentary
figures as well as some officials
from a number of countries.

He also gained more knowledge
about the Palestinian issue and
formed deeper connections with
Palestinian activists and the Re-
sistance while serving as the Sec-
retary-General of the Assembly of
Non-Governmental Organizations
and Activists in Support of the
Freedom of al-Quds. As such, one
might expect the country’s public
diplomacy regarding Palestine
and the Resistance would be pur-
sued more vigorously with him as
the next foreign minister.

Hossein Amir Abdullahian has
a set of characteristics that dis-
tinguish him from all his former
ministers at the Ministry of For-
eign Affairs. He has served for
more than two decades in the most
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Iran commemorates national day of Avicenna,

Iran marks the national day of
Avicenna, the prominent Persian
philosopher and physician on
August 23.

Ibn Sina known as Avicenna
(980-1037) was a Persian physi-
cian and is considered the most
famous and influential philoso-
pher and scientist of the medieval
Islamic world.

Iranians also mark National Doc-
tors' Day on August 22 to pay
tribute to all the efforts made by
Avicenna in his time. He was
particularly renowned for his
contributions to the fields of phi-
losophy and medicine.

He wrote the Kitab al-shifa(Book
of the Cure), a comprehensive
philosophical and scientific en-
cyclopedia, and Al-Qantin fi al-
ibb (The Canon of Medicine),
which is among the most famous
books in the history of medicine.
Iran commemorates national day
of Avicenna, Persian polymath
Book of the Cure & The Canon
of Medicine Written by Avicenna
He was taught the whole Qur'an
and much Arabic literature when
he was 10 years old. He mastered
logic, natural sciences, and math-
ematics when he was 18. He then
turned to theology and studied
Aristotle's Metaphysics.

Ibn Sina's philosophical system
has left the deepest and the most
persistent effect on Islamic phil-
osophical thought as well as Eu-
ropean Medieval philosophy. He
has innovations within the Peri-
patetic philosophy, demystifying
points in Aristotle's thoughts, and

Persian polymath

sometimes adding to them.

He sought to establish a new
philosophical system drawing
on Platonic and neo-Platonic
thoughts, but adventures in his
life, and his premature death, left
his enterprise unfinished.

By age 16 Avicenna turned
to medicine, a discipline over
which he claimed “easy” mas-
tery. When the sultan of Bukhara
became ill and none of the court
physicians could diagnose the
disease, Avicenna was called and
cured him.

He began his large writing career
at age 21. Some 240 extant titles
are attributed to him. He worked
in numerous fields, including
mathematics, geometry, astrono-
my, physics, metaphysics, philol-
ogy, music, and poetry.

Influence in Philosophy and
Medicine

Avicenna’s most important work
of philosophy and science is
Kitab al-shifa, which is a four-
part encyclopedia covering log-
ic, physics, mathematics, and
metaphysics. Since science was
equated with wisdom, Avicenna
attempted a broad unified classi-
fication of knowledge.

Ibn Sina's Al-Qaniin fi al-ibb
(The Canon of Medicine) has, for
centuries, been the most promi-
nent and influential book in med-
icine, in both Islamic countries
and Medieval Europe.

Iran commemorates national day
of Avicenna, Persian polymath
Mausoleum of Avicenna in
Hamedan

The Mausoleum of Avicenna is
a complex located at Ibn Sina
Square, Hamadan, Iran. It has
been registered as one of the na-
tional monuments of the country
on Iran’s National Heritage List.

Avicenna is deemed a national
icon in Iran, Afghanistan, and
Tajikistan and is often regarded
as one of the greatest Persians.
Several monuments and build-
ings have been named after him
in his honor including, The Avi-
cenna Mausoleum and Museum
in Hamadan (built in 1952), Bu-
Ali Sina University in Hamadan
(Tran), the biotechnology Avicen-
na Research Institute in Tehran
(Iran), the ibn Sina Tajik State
Medical University in Dushan-
be, Ibn Sina Academy of Medi-
eval Medicine and Sciences at
Aligarh, India, Avicenna School
in Karachi and Avicenna Medi-
cal College in Lahore, Pakistan,
Ibne Sina Balkh Medical School
in Balkh, Afghanistan, Ibni Sina
Faculty Of Medicine of Ankara
University Ankara, Turkey, the
main classroom building (the
Avicenna Building) of the Sharif
University of Technology, and
Ibn Sina Integrated School in
Marawi City (Philippines).

The Avicenna Prize, granted by
UNESCO since 2003, is award-
ed every two years to individuals
and groups for their efforts to
integrate ethics in science. The
reward aims at emphasizing the
significance of ethics in scientific
achievements.

This is a republished report
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Bilingual Economic Monthly

Shirez Canyon, a great place for investment

I Reporting by Mohammadreza Kooranifar -

Many experts believe that Shirez
Canyon, situated 45 kilometers
northeast of Kuhdasht city, in the
heart of the Zagros Mountains in
western Iran, is one of the most
stunning attractions with a wealth
of investment potentials.

With the rise of nature tourism
across the globe, local and nation-
al economies now have the poten-
tialities to benefit from this appeal-
ing phenomenon. It is apparent
that Iran is in a good position to
take advantage of this opportuni-
ty. In this note, I'll concentrate on
a potentially lucrative attraction
that has been overlooked in com-
parison to other sites.

Many experts believe that Shirez
Canyon, situated 45 kilometers
northeast of Kuhdasht city, in the
heart of the Zagros Mountains in
western Iran, is one of the most
stunning attractions with a wealth
of investment potential. This mag-
nificent valley is famed for the

—

>

unique shape of its rocks- gives it
a breathtaking look, which would
appeal to photographers. Indeed,
if you search through social me-
dia, you will find thousands of
trending images of this valley that
are taken by tourists. What’s more,
this majestic valley is Surround-
ed by mountain slopes, which
provide some amazing high-alti-
tude trekking trails and thanks to
the presence of springs that run
through the valley, biodiversity in
this area is predominantly high,
meaning when walking through
the canyon, the likelihood of see-
ing different animals is high. All
these features have led many to
call this marvelous valley “the
Iranian Grand Canyon”.

What sets this region apart is two
major features. First and fore-
most, Shirez Canyon's proxim-
ity to twelve-thousand-year-old
paintings on the walls of Mirma-
las and Humian caves has giv-

en this area a high potential as a
tourist destination. Additionally,
the location of shirez-valley at the
intersection of three provinces of
Lorestan, Kermanshah, and Ilam
has provided this opportunity for
this wonderful canyon to be ac-
cessible much easier.

Despite the fact that this tour-
ist spot has not been introduced
enough even for Iranian people
and there are not even primitive
facilities for visitors, this area
receives thousands of domestic
tourists annually and even the
number of international tourists
has increased dramatically during
recent years, hence it can be con-
cluded that provided that welfare
facilities are provided and proper
publicity is done to introduce this
attraction, millions of tourists will
be attracted and investment in this
haven will lead to great economic
success.
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Developments over the past few months in the
geographical area of Resistance have been such
that some would make miscalculations. Similar
to those miscalculations that were being made at
the start of wars in Yemen and Syria; hasty views
that assumed Syria would fall in the early weeks
and that Yemen would be destroyed in the first
week.

Trump's political approach towards regional pol-
icies, especially on the occupied Palestinian ter-
ritories that were being pursued at a high speed,
led to a strategic mistake by America’s friends in
the region who thought everything was finished.
Hence, some of these Arab countries put all their
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Trump sought to use the normalization of Ar-
ab-Israeli ties — or better said formalizing such
ties — and other plans such as the so-called Deal
of the Century and embassy relocation as a card
both for himself in the US election and for Netan-
yahu, however developments proved otherwise.
These developments and the lack of a serious re-
action to them led to some regional events caus-
ing some to believe that the Palestinian cause and
in general the complementary circle of Resist-
ance, are gone forever.

But in recent days, something important has hap-
pened that can be described as a new chapter in
the history of the Resistance, a chapter that will

eggs in Trump's basket and even distanced them-
selves from the American political structure and
other parties.

A distinct event in Arab political culture

Thus, it can be said that the holding of elections
in Syria, which was the main target of US and the
Zionist regime as a center of Resistance, along
with unique field developments — that came after
all the efforts of Trump to create despair among
the Arab and Muslim countries — signals a revival
of resistance in the political arena. Today, one
can say that the initiative of both and the field and
politics is in the hands of the Resistance.

be recognized as a complementary point in the
different geography of Palestine and the Resist-
ance, and the beginning of the disintegration of
Zionist society.

Thus, it can be said that the holding of elections
in Syria, which was the main target of US and the
Zionist regime as a center of Resistance, along
with unique field developments — that came after
all the efforts of Trump to create despair among
the Arab and Muslim countries — signals a revival
of resistance in the political arena. Today, one
can say that the initiative of both the field and pol-
itics is in the hands of the Resistance.
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MNA exclusive report from Damascus:

A distinct event in Arab political culture

This is the second presidential election in Syria
since 2014 that although, will be held under dif-
ferent conditions.

The Syrian Presidential Election is set to be held
on May 25 across all Syrian areas, except for
those that are being controlled by terrorist groups.
Since 2014, this is the second presidential elec-
tion in Syria, however, it will be held under dif-
ferent conditions. Despite all the pressures to
discredit the upcoming election, imply it as insig-
nificant, and cast doubt on its outcome and pro-
cess, it should be noted that the type and manner
of holding this election is, on its own, a new event
in the Arab political culture.

Despite all the pressures to discredit the upcom-
ing election, imply it as insignificant, and cast
doubt on its outcome and process, it should be
noted that the type and manner of holding this
election is, on its own, a new event in the Arab
political culture.

This is while most Arab countries are unfamiliar
with the term “ballot box” or at least the output
of their elections have been the approval of one
candidate based on political and social coercion.
Western countries are questioning the Syrian
election while they recognize the structure of the
Arab emirates and the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia
as a natural right. They not only remain silent
against Arab regimes’ suppression of basic defini-
tions of democracy but also express their explicit
support of the regimes.

At least the basic standards of an election, under
Western countries’ definition, can be seen in the
Syrian case today.

Perhaps this is the first time in the history and
culture of Arab politics and even Syria that can-
didates other than the incumbent president have

been nominated. However, the very same issue
has been turned into a source of pressure on Da-
mascus as every effort is being made to imply that
these candidates are just for show!

A distinct event in Arab political culture

The presence of the Syrian people in the election
campaigns in Damascus and all the Syrian cities
has given a different look to the war-hit country;
a country that still bears the consequences of de-
struction and war while also being severely im-
pacted by Caesar Law.

It seems that Syrian citizens have a good and
appropriate understanding of regional develop-
ments and scenarios that were being carried out
against their country one after another.

Certainly, some of those that will participate in
the election are those who assumed that a reform-
ist movement had started when activities of ter-
rorist groups initiated in the country.

It seems that Syrian citizens have a good and
appropriate understanding of regional develop-
ments and scenarios that were being carried out
against their country one after another.

Syrians and Iraqis have felt and understood better
than any other nation the savagery and insecurity
of the suicide bombing, which is a combination
of Wahhabi and Takfiri ideology with US polit-
ical and financial support. Now, the efforts are
focused to hinder a peaceful and democratic pro-
cess to pave the ground for ISIL’s return.

But an important point to consider is that not only
the type and characteristics of this election in Syr-
ia is different but also it has coincided with some
developments in the region.

In particular, the goal of terrorism in Syria was to
undermine one of the most important countries of
the Resistance Axis.
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Iran, Syria elections to strengthen
discourse of Resistance

I Reporting by Mehdi Azizi -

Elections in Iran and the Resistance countries
have always been important for the West and the
region. Because the developments and equations
of the region will be influenced by any govern-
ment that comes to power.

Presidential elections and any political events in
Iran or in any Islamic Resistance countries are
significant, influencing equations in the region
and in the world.

Holding any political process, in which the par-
ticipation of the people enhances the authority
and power of the Islamic Republic of Iran, will be
followed by strengthening the Axis of Resistance.
Contrary to the definition of other revolutions
that took place on the basis of economic demands
or for the purpose of political change, the Islamic
Revolution of Iran had a different and important
feature through which influenced other nations as
well.
Actually, Islamic Revolution was beyond borders
and its discourse and ideologies created a new
model for the nations of the region.

Before the victory of the Islamic Revolution, any
movements against Zionists had no ideological
basis and they were formed based on Arab eth-
nicity and nationalism.
After the victory of the Islamic Revolution, re-
sistance movements were formed with Islamic
suffixes appearing on their title.

During all these years, especially since 2000,
there has been a fundamental change in the geog-
raphy of resistance.
After the victory of the Islamic Revolution, the
models that Iran chose for the struggle, as well as
the originality of the nations, led to the elimina-
tion of ISIL from the region.

Iraqi Army and Popular Mobilization Unit (also
known as Hashd al-Sha’abi), the Yemeni and
Syrian resistance groups were influenced by the

discourse of the Islamic Revolution of Iran.

The discourse of the Islamic Republic of Iran,
changing regional models, is a source of concern
for western countries.

In return, western countries resorted to creating
ISIL terrorist groups so as to counter and weaken
such discourse.

Elections in Iran and the Resistance countries
have always been important for the West and the
region. Because the developments and equations
of the region will be influenced by any govern-
ment that comes to power.
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